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Background information

Key words:

 CMLïchronic myelogenous leukemia

 GISTïgastrointestinal stromal tumor

 ImatinibïImatinib mesylate (Glivec®/ Gleevec® 
manufactured by Novartis®) is oral drug which acts by 
inhibiting tyrosine kinase enzymes.

 In Lithuania, 2007 reimburse quota for imatinib was 1,16 
m ú(16,5% of all CML patients were getting effective 
treatment (33 out of 200).

 No reimburse for patients with GIST.



Aims of campaign

 Persuade Lithuanian Government to grant access to 
imatinib for all CML patients (with a chance to get 
reimbursement for GIST patients);

 Educate society about blood cancer types and ñlife with 
cancerò;

 Educate ñblood cancer typeò patient community in the field 
of effective drug accessing.



Ways of implementation

 Personal website (www.gyvensiu.lt)

ÅBlog;

ÅArticles;

ÅForum;

ÅPetition.

 Petition was signed by 80 000 Lithuanians in three months 
(over 180 000 signatures total). Equals to 5% of total 
population in Lithuania.

 Dozens of articles in the media (newspapers, magazines, 
news).

 Press conference in Lithuanian Parliament.

http://www.gyvensiu.lt/


Impressions of the campaign



Results

 Active role of whole society (public support);

 Annual benevolence campaigns for oncological and 
oncohematological patients and relatives (media).

Year Funding for CML 

(millions €)

% of CML

patients 

getting 

imatinib

Funding for 

GIST

(millions €)

% of GIST

patients

getting 

imatinib

2007 1,16 m 16,5% 0 m 0%

2008 2,17 m 31,5% 0,86 m 100%

2009 2,46 m 33% 0,86 m 100%

2010 4,00 m 56% 0,86 m 100%



Conclusions

 Promoting public awareness is a key to success.

 Active role of patients instead of doctors in media.

 Support of international patient community.

 Anyone can do it!

Contact information:
Email: sarunasnarbutas@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.kraujas.lt

mailto:jolitag@centras.lt
mailto:jolitag@centras.lt
http://www.kraujas.lt/

