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MEPs Against Cancer - Statement 

Forty-four Members of the European Parliament from all parties have joined forces to promote action on cancer as a priority in the European Union. MEPs are keen to harness the health policies of the European Member States towards improving cancer control for Europe’s citizens. 

We are painfully aware that there are considerable inequalities in health status and cancer survival rates within Member States and across the European Union. Commissioner Kyprianou recently pointed out that the male life expectancy in Estonia and Latvia is a full 12 years shorter than in Sweden. Lung cancer kills twice as many people in Hungary as in Finland. 

We are extremely concerned that, according to warnings from WHO, there will be a “cancer epidemic” as the disease rate increases dramatically in Europe’s ageing population. 

Cancer is not a single disease: it has over 200 different types, ranging from the well-known big cancer killers – lung, breast and colorectal cancer – to rarer conditions.

One in 3 Europeans is diagnosed with cancer and the disease kills 1 in 4 people. Every family in Europe is touched in some way by this devastating disease.

Of the wide variations in cancers across Europe, lung cancer remains the biggest killer. Bowel cancer is equally common, but causes fewer deaths, though survival rates are just over 50 %.

In men, lung cancer is the commonest form of cancer, followed by prostate cancer.

Breast cancer is by far the most common form among women.

Apart from the big killers, other forms are responsible for 50 % of cancer deaths.

There is an increasing incidence of cancer in children and adolescents in Europe. However their survival rates have greatly improved over the past few decades. 

Screening programmes can help reduce deaths from certain cancers. Yet in some Member States these programmes are poorly implemented or non-existent despite the Council Recommendation on screening for colon, cervical and breast cancer. 

There are significant inequalities in cancer within and between Member States across the EU.  The chance of surviving cancer is affected by where one lives, where one is treated and whether one has the necessary information.

Every year thousands of people die unnecessarily from cancer because their treatment is below standard or is given too late. 

Cancer survival is significantly lower in eastern European countries, including the 10 new Member States compared with the EU 15.

The European Code against Cancer was developed before the new countries joined but it could help to promote cancer awareness in them.  

The Europe against Cancer programme, which finished in 2002, helped encouragingly to raise awareness and achieve good data collection. 

Europe has been aware of the problems for more than a decade. It is time to put knowledge and understanding to good use and provide timely and effective information, prevention, screening, treatment and care for all EU citizens.

MAC Recommendations

We call upon Health Ministers to consider the following:

1. Urgently to develop and, where existing, improve national plans, setting priorities and effectively allocating resources for improving cancer control and research across the European Union.

2. Firmly to tackle the socio-economic and geographic divide, which leads to inequalities in cancer control.

3. To make high quality and up to date prevention, treatment and care attainable for all cancer patients in each European Member State.

4. Vigorously to promote cancer awareness in the general public through the existing Europe against Cancer Code, making a special effort in new Member States.

5. To invest in cancer prevention in Member States through implementing the Council Recommendation on Cancer Screening of December 2003 and setting up national high quality screening programmes

6. To oppose discrimination because of age, race, gender and domicile in respect of the latest cancer treatments. 

7. To set up a Cancer Task Force at European level, to exchange best practice and to highlight once again that tackling cancer is a priority and sending a strong political signal that immediate and concerted action is needed now. 
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